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Who's Who in the A. L. A. 


Jennie M. 


In 1905, through a hereditary scho- 
lastic compulsion which accorded per- 
fectly with her own tastes and inclina- 
tion, Jennie M. Flexner joined the staff 
of the then new Louisville Public Li- 
brary. In the order department she 
found scope for a native love of books, 
which later, joined to ideals and per- 
sonality, imbued the circulation depart- 
ment of that library with an atmosphere 
of veritable book contagion. Desiring 
more professional background, she at- 
tended the Western Reserve University 
School of Library Science in 1908-9, 
afterwards returning to the Louisville 
library. She remained at Louisville un- 
til 1928, when she went to her present 
position of readers’ adviser in the New 
York Public Library. 


Flexner 


Miss Flexner helped her library do 
its part in library war work, and wrote 
interestingly of it in the Library Journal, 
43 :404 (June, 1918.) In 1920 at Den- 
ver, the jaded listeners to what seemed 
a typical A. L. A. program were roused 
by hearing a speaker new to that staid 
platform fling at them some lines of 
Lewis Carroll as text and prelude to a 
clever yet substantial paper, “Choosing 
a Librarian from the Viewpoint of the 
Assistant.” (Public Libraries, 25 :429, 
October, 1920.) 

Miss Flexner is best known through 
her Circulation work in public lbra- 
ries, 1927, the first of the library cur- 
riculum studies. She has been a member 
of the A. L. A. since 1907, has attended 
fifteen of its conferences, and has been 
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since 1927 a member of the Board of 
Education for Librarianship. As she has 
always been keenly interested in the 


wider aspects of library work, her elec- 
tion as vice-president was a natural and 
appropriate choice. 


Library Development in the South 


Southern library development, its 
present status and opportunities for im- 
provement, were discussed by Carnegie 
Corporation, General Education Board 
and Rosenwald Fund representatives in 
New York, in January, at a meeting at- 
tended by Carl H. Milam and Sarah C. 
N. Bogle, as A. L. A. representatives. 

Discussion was centered upon recom- 
mendations made by the Policy Com- 
mittee of the Southeastern Library As- 
sociation at Atlanta in December; Har- 
old F. Brigham, chairman of the Com- 
mittee; Charlotte Templeton, Thomas 
P. Ayer, Tommie Dora Barker, Whit- 
man Davis, Mrs. Lillian Griggs, Helen 
V. Stelle and Fanny Taber, members ; 
and Clark Foreman and Jackson Towne, 
representing the Rosenwald Fund, being 
present at the meeting. The establish- 
ment of a strong state agency in each 
state, with a trained field worker at- 
tached, as well as the appointment of 
a regional field agent for the southeast 
who would have headquarters in the 
south, but be attached to the A. L. A. 
Library Extension Committee, were 
among the recommendations. 

In regard to library training, it seemed 
desirable to the Policy Committee to 
make a complete study of the needs of 
the area and of the facilities for train- 
ing. In the discussion of professional 
training at the Southern meeting, it had 
been brought out that in addition to the 
one school already accredited, there were 
other schools which have reached the 
standards set by the Board of Education 
for Librarianship which should receive 
aid; that to meet the requirements of 


the school libraries there should proba- 
bly be one strong, recognized training 
agency in each state, preferably attached 
to a state-supported institution, and that 
there is a need of controlling the spread 
of mushroom schools. The Committee 
recommended that a general survey of 
the whole library situation in the south 
be made by the A. L. A. Board of Edu- 
cation, and expressed the hope that Miss 
Bogle herself might be in charge of the 
survey. 

Other Policy Committee recommenda- 
tions included: The appointment of a 
state school library supervisor in each 
state, the supervisor to be approved by 
the state library extension agency, but 
attached to the State Department of 
Education ; aid for the development of 
negro public library service; the estab- 
lishment of scholarships and fellowships 
to southern library schools and for re- 
search elsewhere ; and aid in building up 
more adequate book collections. 

The purpose of the meeting of repre- 
sentatives of the foundations was not to 
make decisions or to reach agreements, 
but to exchange information on the vari- 
ous phases of library interest in which 
each agency is concerned. 





D. C. Subdivision? 

Has any library worked out a subdi- 
vision of the Dewey Decimal Classifica- 
tion for Mohammedanism? Eugenia 
Raymond, librarian, A. L. A. Head- 
quarters, will be glad to receive informa- 
tion about it for the benefit of an in- 
quirer. 
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Air Your Views 


An Editor is like a radio announcer, broadcasting 


into space. 


The Bulletin Editor wants guidance in planning her 


“broadcasts.” 


What do you like least? What do you like most? 
What do you look for in the Bulletin that you do not 


find? 


Frank comments are invited. 


Rett Saat 


EDITOR. 


A. L. A. News 


“Voice of the Air” 


This publication, containing Effie 
Power’s reading lists prepared for the 
American School of the Air, may be 
obtained from V. K. Tremblett, 4600 
Diversey Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. 


Courses of Study Listed 


Demands for up-to-date curriculum 
research material may be partially met 
by lists of Junior High School Courses 
of Study, Senior High School Courses 
of Study and Elementary School 
Courses of Study which may be secured 
in mimeographed form from Herbert B. 
Bruner, professor of education, Teach- 
ers College, Columbia University, New 
York City. These courses are consid- 
ered outstanding by educators. Similar 


lists will be published three or four 


times a year, according to Mr. Bruner. 

This announcement is made in re- 
sponse to a request from Annie S. Cut- 
ter, chairman of the School Library Sec- 
tion of the Association, that the A. L. A. 
seek authoritative information on the 
publication of important courses of 
study for the benefit of librarians in 
educational institutions who have fre- 
quent calls for such material. 


Demonstration Discontinued 

The recent prison riots resulted in 
such silent, if not outspoken, resistance 
to any so-called welfare work in all 
prisons that the prison demonstration 
conducted in Massachusetts by Myron 
W. Fuller has had to be discontinued, 
according to E. Kathleen Jones, chair- 
man of the Committee on Institution 
Libraries. 
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1930 Library Movement 
“The Library Movement in 1930” will 
be the subject of an address by Carl H. 
Milam, secretary of the A. L. A., ata 
meeting of the Oklahoma Library Asso- 
ciation, February 22nd. 


College and Reference Library 
Yearbook 

The 1930 issue of the College and ref- 
erence library yearbook will contain a 
directory including all members of the 
library staffs of colleges and universi- 
ties, as it did last year; A. and M. col- 
leges; junior colleges; the Library of 
Congress ; the Reference Division of the 
New York Public Library ; state histori- 
cal societies; state libraries; legislative 
reference libraries; and reference libra- 
ries of a general character. 

Inclusion of reference staffs of mu- 
nicipal public libraries is under consid- 
eration by the committee and officers of 
the Section, but so far no change of 
policy has been announced. 


Jennings’ Pamphlet Translated 

A translation of Judson T. Jennings’ 
The library and adult education, was 
given ten pages in the Spanish edition of 
the Bulletin of the Pan American Union 
for December. A thousand reprints of 
the article will be distributed in Mexico 
and South America. 


Read Your Mail! 

The National League of Women 
Voters’ lists are mailed from Headquar- 
ters to libraries one week or more in 
advance of the radio programs. They 
are enclosed in a government stamped 
envelope, unsealed, which bears the ad- 
dress of the Adult Education Board in 
the left-hand corner. This is an im- 
portant piece of second class mail which 
should not be overlooked. 





Fidelity Insurance 

A recent inquiry in regard to the 
practice of bonding members of the 
library staff who handle money brought 
the following response from eleven 
librarians : 

Fidelity insurance is not carried for 
staff members in public libraries at 
Evansville, Ind., Duluth, Minn., Nash- 
ville, Tenn., Detroit, Mich., or Fort 
Wayne, Ind. 

The assistant treasurer is bonded at 
Springfield, Mass., and the librarian at 
Toledo, O. 

At Cleveland the following employees 
of the library are under fidelity bond, 
for the amounts named: 


RD ee RP OAL $5,000 
VED bie ekicbticasis cs 2,500 
pe Ee 2,500 
Superintendent of buildings..... 2,500 
re ee ere 2,000 
First assistant cashier........... 2,000 
Second assistant cashier......... 2,000 


Premiums due on these bonds are paid 
by the library.* The secretary-treasurer 
of the Library Board is bonded for $50,- 
000, on which he pays the premium. 

At the Carnegie Library, Pittsburgh, 
a bond is required from each employee 
who handles money of the institution; 
the amount being commensurate with 
the sums entrusted to the individual’s 
care. The matter of group bonding was 
once considered, but was found to be 
more expensive than the bonding of 
individuals. 


Conference Reservations 
Reservations are now being accepted 
at the Biltmore Hotel for the week of 
the Los Angeles conference, June 23-28. 
Hotel rates were announced in the Janu- 
ary Bulletin. 


*These premiums have been paid by the library for several years, but there is uncertainty about 


the continuance of this practice. 
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Dr. Keogh Urges Support of Endowment Campaign 


“Whenever I become officially connected with any organization the first 


thing I do is to investigate its financial condition. 
money come from and how certain is it?’ 


I ask ‘Where does the 
I did that in the A. L. A. and 


realized for the first time that we were in a very difficult financial position, 
one that was likely to become worse and worse each year. 


“The proposed endowment will right this condition, and I ask your help 
all over the country in supporting the endowment campaign.” 


Since 1876 the American Library As- 
sociation has worked to promote library 
service and librarianship. 

In the beginning when there were few 
libraries and few members, the Associa- 
tion’s expenses were small. Today there 
are twelve thousand members; library 
activities have multiplied tremendously 
and the expenses of the library associa- 
tion, which helps to keep members in 
touch with library developments not 
only in the United States and Canada 
but in the world, have correspondingly 
increased. 


What Is the A. L. A. Doing Today? 

First, arranging, as it has from the 
beginning, an annual conference which 
brings together leaders in the library 
profession, fosters the interchange of 
ideas, and the raising of professional 
standards. 

Second, publishing hundreds of books 
and pamphlets on book selection, bind- 
ing, cataloging, circulation and reference 
work, children’s work, library publicity, 
work with the foreign born, adult educa- 
tion, library extension, library training 
and scores of other subjects of interest 
to the library profession and readers 
throughout the country. Two hundred 
titles are on the current list. More than 
a million copies of these titles were dis- 
tributed last year. 


ANDREW KeEocuH, President. 


Further, the A. L. A. is working ac- 
tively for the establishment of county 
library service and state library exten- 
sion agencies and for the improvement 
of libraries; is cooperating with univer- 
sities and other institutions of learning 
in establishing and improving education 
for librarianship; is conducting an em- 
ployment service for libraries seeking 
employees and for librarians seeking po- 
sitions; is maintaining a special depart- 
ment to promote adult education service 
through libraries; is giving advisory 
service through its officers, its commit- 
tees and its headquarters staff on al- 
most every aspect of library service; is 
conducting special investigations; en- 
couraging experimentation, promoting 
desirable library legislation, and encour- 
aging the use of libraries throughout the 
United States and Canada. 


How is the A. L. A. financing its 
activities? 

The Association’s income is approxi- 
mately $300,500 (not including cash 
balances). It may be divided into three 


parts as follows: 

1. Receipts from regular member- 
ships ($2 to $5); publication sales and 
subscriptions; conference registrations 
and exhibits; Booklist advertising ; Car- 
negie Endowment Fund of $100,000 
(for bibliographical aids) ; and the (gen- 
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eral) Endowment Fund of about $47,- 
750. Annual income approximately 
$187,000. This covers the following 
departmental activities : Membership and 
Conference, The Booklist and Publica- 
tions. 

2. Endowments and gifts for special 
purposes, and _ special subscriptions. 
Total, approximately $22,500, covering 
such items as foreign government seri- 
als, international library cooperation, li- 
brary extension institute, Oberly Mem- 
orial and D. C. numbers on L. C. cards. 

3. The Carnegie Corporation Endow- 
ment Fund, the Carnegie Corporation 
annual grants, and sustaining and con- 
tributing memberships ($100 and $25). 
The total of approximately $91,000 and 
unused balances, are being used for 
A. L. A. Headquarters rent, Adult Edu- 
cation, Education for Librarianship, 
Library Extension, and certain minor 
activities. 

Some activities which are budgeted as 
separate departments or divisions such 
as accounting, publicity, office library, 
files and mimeographing, are supported 
by receipts from more than one source. 

What about the proposed endow- 
ment? 

The need for expanding the third 
group of receipts and activities has led 
the Association to solicit endowments 
and sustaining and contributing member- 
ships. 

In 1926 the Council accepted from 
the Carnegie Corporation a grant of one 
million dollars for endowment. The 
Corporation, in making this grant, voted 
also to decrease from year to year and 
eventually to discontinue the annual 
grants which had reached a maximum of 
between $150,000 and $200,000. An- 
other million is, we believe, in sight if 
the A. L. A. can show “the solidity of 


the foundation upon which it rests by 
raising a million from other sources.” 


By a generous provision we are per- 
mitted to count memberships at a capi- 
talized value of twenty to one toward 
the million which we must raise from 
other sources. For example, a sustain- 
ing membership fee of $100 a year, 
being equal to 5% interest on a $2,000 
endowment, is counted as such an en- 
dowment. On this basis we have al- 
ready raised (through increased mem- 
berships) the equivalent of about $440,- 
000, leaving a balance of $560,000 to be 
raised. The need now is for a gift of 
$560,000 toward A. L. A. endowment 
or for 280 sustaining memberships at 
$100 a year which would be equiva- 
lent to the income from $560,000 at five 
per cent. 


Our 1930 income from these sources 
(group three above) is about $91,000. 
By 1932 it will be $35,000 less if we do 
not get additional funds from other 
sources. But if we carry out the plans 
described here this income will be in- 
creased to between $130,000 and $150,- 
000. 

How will the money be used? 

The income will be appropriated each 
year by the Executive Board, on the 
recommendation of officers, boards, 
committees and employees, subject to 
approval by the Finance Committee as 
to the estimate of receipts and subject 
to approval by the Council if change of 
policy is involved. 

During the next several years the ac- 
tivities to be carried on would presum- 
ably be chosen from A, B and C. 


A. Activities now being carried on: 
A. L. A. Headquarters. A separate 
budget under this heading covers rent 
and general equipment, light, building 
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supplies, etc. 
$20,400. 


Library Extension. To make an or- 
ganized effort toward the goal of ade- 
quate public library service within easy 
reach of everyone in the United States 
and Canada through field agents, pub- 
licity and distribution of publications ; 
to encourage library development; to 
survey library conditions and needs; to 
study and compile library laws; to en- 
courage demonstrations and experiments 
and private subsidies, and to make fur- 
ther studies of library extension prob- 
lems. Budgeted for 1930 at $21,255. 
Needs great expansion. Could profit- 
ably use several times this amount. 


Board of Education for Librarian- 
ship. To study library service and its 
changing needs and promote further de- 
velopment of education for librarianship ; 
to investigate the extent to which exist- 
ing agencies meet the need of the pro- 
fession; to formulate minimum stand- 
ards for all types of library schools and 
training agencies; to classify these 
agencies and publish a list of those 
accredited ; to plan for the correlation of 
the work offered by different agencies 
and for a uniform system of credits con- 
sistent with collegiate practice; to serve 
in an advisory capacity in regard to 
grants of funds for education for libra- 
rianship. Budgeted for 1930 at $30,- 
390. Does many things inadequately be- 
cause of lack of funds. 


Board on the Library and Adult Edu- 
cation. To encourage and assist in the 
conduct of library experiments in this 
field; to aid in the experimental study 
of reading habits ; to make further study 
of methods of supplying books to the 
serious students who now have no access 
to libraries; to prepare and publish bul- 


Budgeted for 1930 at 


letins on library practice; to establish 
relations with national organizations in- 
terested in adult education. Budgeted 
for 1930 at $21,055. 


B. Activities urged by members, 
recommended by committees and ap- 
proved by the Council or the Execu- 
tive Board, or both: 


School Library Department at Head- 
quarters. To give advisory assistance 
to school administrators and librarians 
on planning, organizing and developing 
school library service, and on relations 
between public libraries and public 
schools. The library should be the very 
heart of the teaching institution, but 
most schools are without adequate libra- 
ries and there is no national agency to 
which one can turn for advice. This is 
considered as of first importance by the 
Executive Board. 


Survey of School Library Work. To 
discover or determine the best means 
of making the library serve the needs of 
schools, and the best methods of provid- 
ing school library service. Should be 
made by representatives of schools and 
libraries. 


Department of Library Work with 
Children. To give expert advisory as- 
sistance in this highly specialized field 
of public library work. More than half 
the readers in some libraries are children. 


Specialist in Library Work with the 
Foreign Born. To assist libraries in 
selecting books in foreign languages, 
easy books in English for foreigners 
and in organizing specialized service for 
the foreign language groups, for whom 
the library can be made one of the best 
“Americanizing” influences. 


Cooperative cataloging. To encour- 
age and perhaps to conduct experiments 
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in cooperative classification and catalog- 
ing to the end that present expensive 
duplication (cataloging the same book in 
similar ways in many libraries) may be 
eliminated. 

C. Activities which have been rec- 
ommended and tentatively approved: 

Compilation and publication of biblio- 
graphic aids for research and reference 
libraries. 

Compilation and publication of other 
needed library publications which cannot 
be made self-supporting. 

Investigations and surveys in 
library field. 


Library and research bureau at A. L. 
A. Headquarters. 


the 


Specialists in college and university 
libraries, library buildings, work with 
the blind and hospital libraries. 


An A. L. A. Headquarters building. 


Investigating committee. The A. L. 
A. has adopted the policy of having 
periodical investigations of its activi- 
ties. The first such investigation is now 
being made by a special committee. It 
is attempting to estimate the value of 
every activity now being carried on and 
to make comparisons with others which 
have been proposed. 

What is the present need? A 
prominent educator, after thorough 
study, said the A.L. A. could profitably 
use the income from an endowment equal 
to that of one of our great universities. 
But the Association is asking for addi- 
tional gifts for endowment amounting to 
$560,000, or 280 additional sustaining 
memberships at $100 a year, as a means 
of obtaining an additional million dol- 
lars for general endowment. 

Are you, as a member, doing your 
share to raise this endowment? 


New York in the Lead 


New York is now ahead of Chicago 
in the special membership effort, with 28 
Sustaining Members to Chicago’s 25. 
The total number of sustaining members 
is 90. Cleveland E. Dodge, Otto Kahn, 
William Evarts Benjamin, Edward 
Sheldon and Gen. William Barclay Par- 
sons are the newest members of this 
class in New York. The last four named 
joined in response to a letter from Loren 
F. Loree, president of the Chamber of 
Commerce of the state of New York 
and a member of the A. L. A. Special 
Membership Committee. Mr. Sheldon 
is treasurer and General Parsons a 
member of the Board of Trustees of the 
New York Public Library. 

A gift of $2,000 to the A. L. A. En- 
dowment Fund has been received from 
the Barker Foundation. 


The A. L. A. Trustees of Endowment 
Funds held a meeting on January 13th, 
at which they decided to concentrate on 
the Chicago effort and finish the job 
there before extending their efforts to 
other cities. Mrs. Esther H. Dixon, 
executive assistant at A. L. A. Head- 
quarters, plans to go to New York early 
in February to follow up some of the 
“leads” which have resulted from the 
Special Membership Committee activity 
there. 

About 200 librarians attended a meet- 
ing in New York at the State Chamber 
of Commerce on January 10th to discuss 
the A. L. A. fund raising plan, with par- 
ticular reference to special memberships. 
President Keogh and Secretary Milam 
were present, and the program consisted 
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of questions from the audience with an- 
swers by the A. L. A. officers. 

A news bulletin, “Books and Busi- 
ness,’ which features the part which 
books have played in the life of Melvin 
Traylor, one of the two American bank- 
ers to be appointed to the Committee for 


the Organization of the World Bank 
and a Sustaining Member and former 
trustee of the A. L. A., has been issued 
by the Special Membership and Endow- 
ment Department to attract the atten- 
tion of wealthy persons to the Associa- 
tion’s adult education projects. 











The Score by Cities 
Each sustaining membership of $100 a year counts $2,000 toward the endow- 
ment fund. Each contributing membership at $25 a year counts $500. 
Sustaining Members . 
moe wee City... Be I II aii nnsssccncsceessscscnsitsnens 1 
I dias iain cihatcsancasininicewiadeen I iio inasenanneiiiniplietinat 1 
I chin sahansidcbsepbititionaceine Se” SIN. ‘chanstacterclinnhaieetoneipicndiipisieninns 1 
I initia clbiediadiciantintionenmenie, 3 — 
ERENT EAE ae seen K Total 90 
Te inti csdehinitiamisinaeeeesitchininnnnihas 2 Contributing Members 
Beaumont (Tex.) ......................-- wae = eee 6 
Birmingham (Ala. )...................... Bee” | WI sit sedi escitcuscnisimnassciniineenie 3 
EE Fe ee 3 
Jacksonville (Ill.) -.......0...2....... >: Bae wee aa ............................ 3 
Jefferson City (Mo.) .................. | Beene (he. OP.) ..................... 1 
peeeee Gay (Hh. J.) .................... Dc dicciedecianimnenscvnshgahdionumgisietiees 1 
Lake Placid (N. Y.) .................. ee | es 1 
IN io cnsndintnnatiinssnnieiens 1 Highland Park (IIl.) -................. 1 
EE 1 Reneselacr (Ind.) ...................... 1 
I iilniatteniictnnenensnidsacenines ee Le one 1 
Muncie (Ind.) ................ ‘tna 1 — 
Total 21 
12 pledges; *5 pledges; *1 pledge. 











Library Extension News 


Miss Long to Lead Course 
The course in county library adminis- 
tration, to be conducted during the 
Rural Library Extension Institute at 
Madison, Wisconsin, June 30-July 18, 
will be led by Harriet C. Long of the 
Wisconsin Free Library Commission, 

according to Alice Tyler, director. 


Miss Long, author of County library 
service, brings to her work a background 
of experience in California and Ohio 
county libraries and of county library 
campaigning in Wisconsin. 

Plans for the Institute are taking 
shape through conferences at A. L. A. 
Headquarters and in Madison between 








| 
| 
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the director, Alice S. Tyler, Miss Long, 
Professor J. H. Kolb, director of the 
Rural Leadership School, Chairman 
Lester of the Committee on Library Ex- 
tension, and members of the Head- 
quarters Staff. 

Registrations for the Institute should 
be addressed to Julia Wright Merrill, 
Executive Assistant to the Committee 
on Library Extension, A. L. A. Head- 
quarters, 520 North Michigan Avenue, 
Chicago. 


“To Be Watched with Interest” 

Helen G. Stewart, former librarian of 
the Victoria Public Library, has accepted 
the directorship of a demonstration of 
rural library service in British Columbia 
to be financed by a grant of $100,000 
from the Carnegie Corporation of New 
York. 

The grant followed a survey recently 
completed by the British Columbia Pub- 
lic Library Commission. C. B. Lester, 
chairman of the A. L. A. Library Ex- 
tension Committee, was expert adviser 
to the Research Board in charge of the 
survey, and a member of the committee 
which planned the survey. 

“The attempt to distribute books in 
the sparsely settled and inaccessible re- 
gions of the Province creates a technical 
situation of unusual interest,” writes the 
President of the Carnegie Corporation 
in his annual report, “and the success of 
the Commission in dealing with it will 
be watched with interest throughout the 
English-speaking world.” 


Broadcasting the County Library 
Idea 


“We are talking too much about 
county libraries among librarians and 
not enough among other groups of 
workers who are closely in touch with 
rural people,” said Leora J. Lewis, di- 


rector of the South Dakota Free Library 
Commission, at a joint meeting of the 
A. L. A. Committee on Library Exten- 
sion and the League of Library Com- 
missions, held during the midwinter 
conference. ; 

“To change this state of affairs, a 
South Dakota Rural Library Conference 
was held in the autumn. The conference 
was attended by leading librarians 
throughout the state and by representa- 
tives of the Grange, Farm Bureau, 
Farmer’s Union, State Extension Serv- 
ice, Brookings, Congress of Parents and 
Teachers, Young Citizens’ League and 
the Dakota Farmer, all of whom talked 
briefly about the work of their organiza- 
tion and made suggestions for giving the 
county library plan publicity through 
their various groups. Other speakers 
included the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction and W. F. Kumlein, rural 
sociologist at State College, who reported 
on the rural library survey which he 
has made. Among the group in attend- 
ance were county agents, county super- 
intendents, and a number of individuals 
who are interested in the idea back of 
the conference. 

“It is too early to measure the results 
of the conference,” said Miss Lewis, 
“but much publicity was given the 
meeting, and requests have been received 
from those in attendance for speakers 
to present the subject at future conven- 
tions of their organizations.” 


“The Library of the Open Road” 

Cornell University adds its aid to the 
county library movement by publishing 
an attractive illustrated bulletin, The 
library of the open road, prepared by 
Professor Ralph A. Felton, rural so- 
ciologist, and Marjorie Beal, organizer, 
New York Library Extension Division. 
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While devoted particularly to New York 
State, it will be of value in any section 
of the country. Write to the State Col- 
lege of Agriculture, Cornell University, 
Ithaca, New York, for free copies of 
Bulletin 188. 


Play Reprinted 


“Why Not,” a county library play by 
Harriet C. Long, has been reprinted in 
convenient leaflet form by the A. L. A. 


A. L. A. 


The Committee on A. L. A. Activities 
met in Chicago, October 25-26 and made 
a survey of headquarters. Conferences 
with heads of departments and with the 
Secretary and Assistant Secretary gave 
the Committee much needed information 
in preparing its report. This information 
is being supplemented by letters to vari- 
ous groups of the A. L. A. membership. 
Letters have been sent, up to this time, 
to (1) a cross-section of the member- 
ship, including about 1,000 names; (2) 
present officers and members of Execu- 
tive Board and Council and members of 
same for past three years; (3) chair- 
men of committees and sections. 

It is planned later to send letters to 
extension workers, readers’ advisers, li- 
brary school directors, and heads of 
other training agencies, these letters ask- 
ing for opinions on A. L. A. activities 
related to the work of the above. 

The work of the Committee has been 
divided as follows: Miss Countryman 
will give special attention to library ex- 
tension and adult education, Mr. Meyer 
to professional training, and the Chair- 
man to more general activities. 

A copy of the letter sent to the cross- 
section of the membership read as fol- 
lows: 


Committee on Library Extension, the 
reprints from the Wisconsin Library 
Bulletin having been exhausted. It is 
meeting a warm welcome, several state 
agricultural extension workers and par- 
ent-teacher chairmen sending copies into 
each county in their state. It is free in 
single copy on application to the Com- 
mittee. Quantity rates are 25 copies, 
$1.00; 50, $1.75; 100, $3.00. 
J. W. M. 


Activities 


“The Committee on A. L. A. Activi- 
ties, authorized by the Council at the 
West Baden Conference, in 1928, has 
been instructed to make a scrutiny of 
the activities of the Association with the 
view of suggesting to the Council possi- 
ble changes of policy. The Committee is 
now engaged in such a survey. One of 
the methods which the Committee pro- 
poses to use is to obtain from a cross- 
section of the members of the Associa- 
tion their suggestions on and criticisms 
of the work and policies of the Associa- 
tion. 


“In making this selection we have 
taken the first four names (not includ- 
ing institutional members) on each page 
of the list in the A. L. A. Handbook, 
or approximately 1,000 names. 


“We especially would like to know 
your opinion of the activities the Asso- 
ciation is now carrying on and also what 
you think the Association might be doing 
which would be of greater importance 
than its present activities. We desire 
the utmost frankness, as otherwise your 
letter will be of no value to us. We may 
wish to quote from letters received, but 
names of those writing them will not be 
given. 

“The Committee is approaching its 
difficult task wholly with the idea of 
making constructive criticism and rec- 
ommendations, and to do this we must 
have facts from all angles. We shall 
greatly appreciate your careful con- 
sideration of and compliance with this 
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request. Please mail your answer to the 
Chairman at the address indicated below. 

(Signed) C. H. Compton, chairman, 
St. Louis Public Library.” 


The Committee is receiving answers 
to this letter from many of those to 
whom it was mailed, but it will appre- 
ciate equally letters from any other 


members of the Association who have 
suggestions or criticisms to make. 
(Signed) Gratia A. CouNTRYMAN, 
Minneapolis Public Library 
H. H. B. Meyer, 
Library of Congress, Wash- 
ington 
Cuas. H. Compton, chairman, 
St. Louis Public Library. 


Suggestions for New A. L. A. Titles Wanted 


Emily Van Dorn Miller, 
Editor of Publications 


The American Library Association 
conducts an editorial and publishing 
office for the issuance of material that 
will assist librarians in their service to 
the public. Its clientele is confined 
mostly to its own members. They are 
the ones served and are therefore the 
ones to be pleased. It is the aim of the 
Editorial Committee, under whose direc- 
tion the Association’s publishing plans 
are carried forward, to achieve some day 
a well-rounded list, one that will have at 
least some titles on every kind of library 
service, one that will be of interest to the 
scholarly university librarian and to the 
beginner just out of library school. 

Our list, as it is, shows many gaps. 
We have plans for filling some of them. 
Every member of the A. L. A. should 
feel free to suggest to the Editorial 
Committee the sort of publication he 
would like to find on the list, and does 
not now find there. 

If every new item originated in the 
minds of the Editorial Committee, the 
A. L. A. list might soon become an 
academic one. Of course it does. not. 
Publications are initiated, usually, in one 
of two ways: an acceptable manuscript is 
offered the Committee, accepted, and ap- 
proved for publication by the Executive 


Board; or, need being acutely felt by 
Headquarters for a certain sort of pub- 
lication (thanks to frequent and insist- 
ent queries that come in by mail, at con- 
ferences, or during visits), an author, 
conspicuous for his knowledge of that 
subject, is selected and invited to submit 
a manuscript. The implication is that 
the manuscript will be accepted, but this 
depends entirely upon its acceptability 
and is by no means assured. Every 
manuscript offered is subjected to scru- 
tiny at Headquarters and is then sent 
to advisers outside for opinion and 
recommendation. When it comes be- 
fore the Editorial Committee for action 
a considerable accumulation of opinion 
accompanies it. 

Various A. L. A. publications, suchas 
the three yearbooks representing the 
school, children’s, and college and refer- 
ence librarians, are entirely the work of 
volunteer committees of the A. L. A. 
They were begun experimentally and 
will be continued as long as they are 
adequately supported by the groups for 
which they have been issued. A. L. A. 
publishing, while not conducted for 
profit, must pay its way, and so the pub- 
lication of some manuscripts, meritorious 
in themselves, must reluctantly be relin- 
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quished because their field of interest or 
of usefulness is so narrow that they 
could not be made to return their cost 
except by the fixing of a selling price so 
prohibitive as to defeat its own purpose. 
In every professional organization, how- 
ever, there must be some publications 
which are exceptions to the principle 
stated above, publications made neces- 
sary for historical record, or loyalty to 
the past. The American Library Pioneers 
series fits into this category. The found- 
ers of the Association must not be for- 
gotten and their work should be fittingly 
recorded. These little books meet their 
printing costs, no more. For the rest, 


the more profitable publications must 
carry them. 

Selling prices for A. L. A. books and 
pamphlets are fixed with care and bear a 
close relation to their costs. Each is 
based on printers’ estimates, probable 
sale, distribution expense (including ad- 
vertising, billing, wrapping, postage, 
storage) and office overhead. For some, 
a royalty to the author is also added. 

Again, we say: Every member of the 
Association has an interest in the pub- 
lishing done at Headquarters. Let him 
or her express that interest by criticism 
or suggestion, to the Editorial Commit- 
tee, to the Secretary, or to the Editor of 
Publications. 


A. L. A. Publications 


How to Use the Library 

The reader and the library. A six- 
page leaflet has just been issued by the 
A. L. A. which tells what the citizen 
may expect of the library—how books 
may be borrowed—what kinds of ma- 
terial the library can assemble for 
group or individual study. The folder 
is designed especially for distribution 
through commercial, social, and civic 
organizations. Attractively printed in 
two colors. 100 copies, $1.50; 500, $6; 
1,000, $11; 5,000, $48.50. 


Two Studies Ready 


Lucile Fargo’s The library in the 
school and Margaret Mann’s Introduc- 
tion to cataloging and the classification 
of books will both make their appearance 
the latter part of February. The former 
is the first basic book on school libraries 
to be published. It is based on experi- 
ence, study, and on an actual survey of 
school library systems throughout the 
country. It aims to correlate library 


methods with educational techniques, 
keeping in mind all the variations neces- 
sary for elementary, junior high and 
senior high schools, as well as those 
made necessary by different forms of 
school organization, such as the tradi- 
tional, platoon, and the various methods 
of individual instruction. The subject 
of school library administration by the 
board of education and by the public 
library board is discussed from both 
angles. Probable price, $3.00. 

Miss Mann’s book emphasizes princi- 
ples of cataloging rather than detailed 
methods. She discusses the three great 
American classification schemes, D. C., 
Cutter, and L. C., giving a rather more 
comprehensive treatment of the L. C. 
than is found in most classification man- 
uals. Author and title, classified, and 
dictionary catalogs, subject headings, 
L. C. cards, records, organization, etc., 
are all treated. Appendices bring out 
some interesting comparisons on the cost 
of cataloging. Her list of L. C. cards, 
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which illustrate A. L. A. catalog rules, 
is a helpful feature. Probable price, 


$3.00. A Reprint 

When College and university library 
problems, by G. A. Works, was pub- 
lished in 1927, A. L. A. Headquarters 
felt obliged to restrict its distribution 
because only a limited number of copies 
were printed, and therefore often did 
not furnish to librarians as many copies 
as were asked for. The book was re- 
printed and a supply of the second 
printing is still available at Headquar- 
ters. If librarians, trustees, and library 
schools needing additional copies will 
write to Headquarters, they will be fur- 
nished as long as the supply lasts. 


Library Laws 
Thanks to a special grant from the 


Carnegie Corporation, the League of 
Library Commissions has been able to 
compile a volume of American library 
laws, which will be published this spring 
by the American Library Association. 
The scope of the compilation is much 
broader than its title would indicate, in- 
cluding as it does laws of the federal 
government and all the states and colo- 
nies pertaining to libraries, those of 
Canada and other British dependencies. 

The work has been accomplished 
under the direction of Milton J. Fergu- 
son, state librarian of California, and 
the volume is expected to number 1,000 
pages or more. 


A. L. A. Catalog Rules 
A. L. A. catalog rules is listed in the 
U. S. catalog at $1.00. The price of this 
book is $1.25. 


A Business Service to Small Libraries 
L. Elsa Loeber 


There has hardly been time for the 
Business Libraries Section, organized 
last May, to announce any large accom- 
plishments, but an activity is planned for 
this year, which, it is hoped, will prove 
of value to many librarians outside the 
section. 

One of the phases of the library move- 
ment in this country, which is only in 
the beginning of its development, is the 
relation between the library and the 
business and economic life of its com- 
munity. 

There are many reasons why this de- 
velopment has not been more rapid and 
more universal. Business men have al- 
ways more or less considered the library 
as an educational factor along the lines 
of literature, art, and general culture. 
Librarians have accepted this view, and 
in comparatively few localities has any 


special effort been made to inform the 
business man that the public library may 
supply him with information which 
might save him thousands of dollars. 
An instance of what this service may 
mean was given when a librarian in a 
large city library supplied a business 
man with information which he thought 
could only be obtained by sending a rep- 
resentative to England. 

The business man has always sup- 
ported the public library by taxes, but 
has seldom made any demands in con- 
nection with his business interests in re- 
turn for his support. Again, librarians 
have accepted this situation. Would the 
business man be willing to vote larger 
appropriations for the public library in 
the way of salaries and additions if he 
were able to get some definite assistance 
which he could count as an asset in his 
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business? The Business Libraries Sec- 
tion thinks he would. 

With these ideas in mind the Section 
has chosen for its first year’s work a 
scheme whereby it wishes to present this 
problem to the librarian of the small 
public library, who at present, perhaps, 
gives little business service to his or her 
community. The public library in a 
small town is handicapped in any attempt 
to serve business by its distance from 
large centers of business, by lack of 
funds, and by lack of business literature, 
much of which can be obtained free if 
one knows where to get it. 

An advisory service which is offered 
by the Section may help in several ways. 
A librarian wanting to know where she 
may obtain business literature of special 
value in her community may write for 
advice to the section. Suggestions for 
helps adapted to an individual library’s 
needs will be given on request, and spe- 


Publicity Plans 


Margery Quigley, the New Jersey 
member of the A. L. A. Publicity Com- 
mittee, outlines interesting plans agreed 
upon by the Publicity Committee of the 
New Jersey Library Association at a 
January meeting. 

An Institute, consisting of five or six 
discussions of library publicity, will be 
held at the Newark Public Library this 
spring under the direction of experi- 
enced librarians. No charge will be 
made to librarians attending the meet- 
ings. Grace D. Rose, Morristown Pub- 
lic Library, will be responsible for the 
speakers. 

A check list of simple fundamental 
publicity undertakings for any library 
will be prepared under the direction of 
Charlotte P. Kummel, West Trenton 


cial problems of business library service 
will be considered for solution if pre- 
sented in a letter of inquiry. 

Letters may be addressed to the chair- 
man of the section, L. Elsa Loeber, 
Chamber of Commerce of the State of 
New York Library, 65 Liberty Street, 
New York City. This offer is directed 
particularly to librarians in communities 
of ten to twenty thousand population. 

A business service would appeal to the 
taxpayers of almost any community, 
Perhaps the Business Libraries Section 
can help you to establish such service, 
Try them. 





Libraries which can afford it will find 
much of interest in Special Libraries, 
published by the Special Libraries As- 
sociation, and edited by Herbert O. 
Brigham, Rhode Island State Library, 
Providence, R. I. The subscription price 
is $5.00 per year.—Ed. 


in New Jersey 


Library, and mailed in duplicate to 
every library in the state with the re- 
quest that the duplicate be shown to 
trustees and staff. 

A “publicity clinic” will be held in 
connection with the Atlantic City meet- 
ing of the New Jersey Library Associa- 
tion, to which librarians will be invited 
to bring their publicity material for con- 
structive criticism. The clinic will be 
arranged by Catherine Van Dyne, New- 
ark Public Library. 

Most interesting of all, perhaps, to the 
A. L. A. Publicity Committee, John B. 
Fogg, New Brunswick Public Library, 
suggests that “Leads” be sent regularly 
to every library in New Jersey, at the 
expense of the New Jersey Library As- 
sociation. 
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Members of the New Jersey Publicity 
Committee are: Grace D. Rose, Margery 
Quigley, Mrs. Margaret R. Whaley, 
Charlotte P. Kummel, Catherine Van 


Dyne, Elizabeth H. Wesson and John B. 
Fogg. 
DoNALD CAMPBELL, chairman, 
A. L. A. Publicity Committee. 


Reading With a Purpose 


Paths and Bypaths in English 
History 

“Never in the history of a people was 
there a time when they needed to know 
the history of other countries as much 
as today,” writes Dr. George H. Locke 
in his reading course, English history, 
which is to be published this month in 
the Reading with a Purpose series. 

“The peace of a community is best 
preserved by a knowledge of one’s 
neighbors, and a sympathy with their 
problems. . . . The books recommended 
in this reading course succeed in bring- 
ing understanding of one close neighbor 
—England. 

The plan of the course is somewhat 
unusual, for an opportunity is given to 
follow one of several paths of reading 
in English history. Four basic books 
are suggested, after which the reader 
may choose an approach through period 
history, through biography, fiction, or 
poetry. 

“Salesmanship” at Work 

The director of sales of a large manu- 
facturing company writes: “We have 
circularized the booklet on Salesmanship 
to practically every salesman in our en- 
tire organization. We think it is splen- 
did in every way, and surely can be of 
considerable help.” 

A branch librarian writes: “The local 
street sweeper ‘white wing’ came in to 
look around and became quite interested 
in the one on Salesmanship, by J. A. 
Stevenson, and this is what he said: 
‘When I get this little book and a new 


set of teeth, I can be a salesman! I had 
a pretty good education, but when my 
wife died I sort of went down. Now 
I’m going to study up again.’ ” 
RWAP Made Feature of Library 
Service 

Youngstown, Ohio, Public Library re- 
ports an unusually effective publicity 
plan for RWAP courses which will be 
of interest to others who can afford to 
spend a small sum for the purpose of 
publicity. 

Reading courses were tied up with 
the observance of Good Book Week. 
Through a wealth of newspaper pub- 
licity and displays in the main and 
branch libraries, the courses were made 
the feature of library service. Readers 
showing interest in them were given 
copies free, just as any other booklist 
would be distributed. 

“By limiting the distribution to those 
who will make use of the courses of 
reading,” writes Clarence W. Sumner, 
librarian, “we are avoiding simply 
broadcasting the pamphlets to the pub- 
lic, not knowing whether they will be of 
any use. We expect to follow up the 
general publicity regarding the entire 
list by making contacts with various 
groups who would likely be interested in 
the different courses.” 

One of the newspaper clippings from 
Youngstown shows an effective local ap- 
proach for book publicity. The lead 
begins : 

“Various prominent Youngstown peo- 
ple have given their endorsement to the 
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current Reading with a Purpose series 
which is being conducted at the Youngs- 
town Public Library.” 

Then follows a statement on Adven- 
tures in flower gardening, made by a 
member of the Garden Exchange. A 
lecturer endorses the course in Modern 
drama; an artist, Pleasure from pic- 
tures; a prominent club worker, The 


Travel 


Summer excursion rates to California 
will be used for the Los Angeles confer- 
ence, permitting a variable route and 
such stop-overs as are desired. The 
round trip from Chicago is $90.30; 
Pullman lower berth one way, $28.13. 
Round trip from New York is $138.32; 
Pullman lower one way, $32.63. Round 
trip via the northern or Canadian routes 
costs $18 extra each way. 

For those desiring to travel westward 
together, and to see more of the regions 
en route, a special A. L. A. train de luxe 
will leave Chicago on the evening of 
June 17 via the Santa Fé railroad, stop- 
ping a day and a half at Santa Fé for 
the “Indian Detour,” and a day at the 
Grand Canyon, Arizona, where a pre- 
liminary session will be held at El Tovar 
Hotel, June 21, at 8 p.m. A short stop 
will be made at Riverside, California, 
the party arriving at Los Angeles Sun- 
day evening, June 22. Pullman berth, 
meals, hotel and sight seeing en route 
will cost about $95 from Chicago. Full 
details and itinerary will be given in the 
next Bulletin. 


To Visit Hawaii 


A party will sail from Los Angeles 
July 1 to visit the Hawaiian Islands. 
Eight days will be spent in the Islands, 
the party arriving back in San Francisco 


poetry of our own times; the President 
of the Parent-Teacher Association, The 
young child and Our children; the pub- 
licity manager of a large industrial con- 
cern, Advertising; and the head of the 
English department of Youngstown Col- 
lege, Twentieth century American novels 
and English literature. 
R. N. 


Notes 


July 22. Cost, including everything, will 
be about $330. Register as soon as pos- 
sible with F. W. Faxon, 83 Francis St., 
Boston, Massachusetts, to insure steamer 
accommodations. 


Trip to Yosemite, Bryce and Zion 
Canyons 


Mr. Faxon will conduct a party re- 
turning east June 28 by way of Yosem- 
ite Valley and Big Trees (3 day motor 
trip); San Francisco (2 day motor 
trip); coast rail trip to Los Angeles 
with short stop at Santa Barbara ; thence 
east with 3 day motor trip through 
Bryce and Zion Canyons of Utah; a 
day at Salt Lake City and home via the 
Royal Gorge and Colorado Springs, 
coming into Chicago the morning of 
July 12. This return trip will cost, in- 
cluding all extras, meals, hotels and 
motor trips, about $185 to Chicago; the 
regular return ticket being good over the 
route outlined without extra cost. Reg- 
ister with Mr. Faxon soon to reserve 
accommodations. 





The Critic’s Corner 
Ques. Why does the A. L. A. carry 
on extension work? I supposed it was 
done by the state and county libraries. 
Ans. To secure, as it has done, as- 
sistance in promoting library develop- 
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ment from such influential national 
groups as the U. S. Department of Agri- 
culture, U. S. Bureau of Education, Na- 
tional Grange, National Congress of 
Parents and Teachers, Lions Interna- 
tional, Kiwanis International, Better 
Homes in America, American Farm 
Bureau Federation and the American 
Association for Adult Education. 

To prepare publications for use at 
national conventions and in connection 
with state and local campaigns. Sev- 
enty-one thousand, eight hundred and 
eighty-four printed and 2,478 mimeo- 
graphed publications were distributed 
last year. A digest on state aid and 


specifications for book automobiles are 
the latest “ammunition” available. 

To give expert advice through corre- 
spondence and in the field on state, 
county and local problems, and to en- 
courage local demonstrations and experi- 
ments. Miss Merrill, for instance, has 
just been in Kansas to discuss a state 
program for library development with 
state leaders and representatives of 
many state-wide agencies, at a meeting 
called by the President of the Kansas 
Library Association. 

The Library Extension report for 
1929, printed in the Annual reports, 
will give other “reasons why” of interest 
to the inquirer. 





Association of American Library 
Schools 

Thirteen schools were represented at 
a meeting of the Association of Ameri- 
can Library Schools, held at the Hotel 
Knickerbocker in Chicago on December 
30, 1929. Papers were presented on 
“The Service Load of Library School 
Faculties,” by Ernest J. Reece; “The 
Need for an Index to Current Publica- 
tions in the Fields of Library Work, 
Bibliography and Publishing,” by John 
S. Cleavinger; “The Program and 
Methods of the Graduate Library 
School of the University of Chicago,” 
by Douglas Waples; and “Whom Shall 
the Library School Admit?” by W. E. 
Henry. 


Informal discussions were also held 
on the use of A. L. A. curriculum 
studies ; the relations between the Board 
of Education for Librarianship and the 
Association ; and various topics suggested 
for the program of the next meeting, to 
be held in Los Angeles. Members of the 
Association dined together at the Hotel 
Knickerbocker between the afternoon 
and evening sessions. 





Catholic Periodical Index 


An author and subject index to the 
contents of about forty leading Catholic 
journals in the English language, both 
here and abroad, has been undertaken by 
the Library Section of the National 
Catholic Educational Association, ac- 





Handbook. 





Section Dues 


Members of sections should pay their dues to the secretary or treasurer 
of the section to which they belong, officers’ names being found in the 1929 


No dues are attached to the Professional Training Section. Other dues 
are correctly given with Section information in the Handbook. 
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cording to word received at A. L. A. 
Headquarters. The index is being pre- 
pared with the aid of the Catholic col- 
leges and universities of the United 
States. It is the first thing of its kind 
and will attempt to perform for the 
Catholic periodical literature what the 
Readers’ guide does for the general field. 


A Trustee’s Views 


University of Wisconsin, Department of 
Debating and Public Instruction, Madison, 
Almere L. Scott, director, wants A history of 
the Middle Ages by D. C. Munroe, 1902. 


Public Library, St. Paul, Minn., Webster 
Wheelock, librarian, wants Monthly Catalog 
United States Public Documents for the years 
1910-13, 1914. 


on Book Selection 


By Harold McB. Thurston 
Chairman, Library Committee, Hackley Public Library, Muskegon, Michigan 


The major problem of any 
library is the selection of books. No 
group of laymen is competent to select 
books, but must depend upon the judg- 
ment of librarians who have been pro- 
fessionally trained,and have secured req- 
uisite experience. A library commit- 
tee, however, may assist the librarian in 
interpreting the needs of the community. 

In all book selection, the services of 
the best authorities should be secured, 
and their recommendations studied. The 
A. L. A. Booklist is, undoubtedly, the 
most valuable source of information. In 
the selection of reference books, Miss 
Mudge’s Guide to reference books pro- 
vides a standard of what a good refer- 
ence library should contain. 

In buying books for recreational read- 
ing, a medium-sized library cannot se- 
cure all, but it should contain many, of 
the significant books which have influ- 
enced the thought and action of men 
from the beginning of civilization. 
Books of fiction written by outstanding 
writers in the field of contemporary lit- 
erature should also be purchased to the 
extent of the budget allowance. It is 
not the function of the library to censor 
books, but as a medium-sized library’s 
means are limited, it can select what it 
considers to be the best adapted book 
for the public it serves. 


Books selected primarily for study 
should meet first the requirements of 
children and young people in grammar, 
high school and junior college grades. 
Close cooperation between school and 
library is necessary in order that the 
function of one may be helped and the 
facilities of the other used. 

It is difficult for the small library to 
be of great service to the professional 
man, as he generally maintains a tech- 
nical library, but if a city has a special- 
ized industry, a comprehensive collec- 
tion of books on this subject might be 
justified. Scientific books should also be 
made available to men in local industries. 

In the field of religion, impartial 
studies of religion can be used if a 
demand exists. The public library, how- 
ever, should not devote its funds to the 
purchase of books either attacking or 
defending individual religion. If such 
books are donated, they may be accepted 
for reference work. 

Although special study clubs and 
groups cannot be recognized individually 
in the selection of books, such organiza- 
tions as the women’s clubs, parent- 
teacher associations, and the professional 
group of teachers in the school system 
should be able to secure books for the 
promotion of serious study. 

The permanent collection of the Hack- 
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ley Public Library, exceeding 100,000 
volumes, shows 29% intended for read- 
ing, 61% for study and 10% for refer- 
ence books. 

The current budget for book pur- 
chases will be expended on a basis of 


54% for reading, 42% for study and 
4% for reference books. Many books 
in our library, which are properly refer- 
ence books, are classified as study be- 
cause of our desire to have books of this 
nature made available for circulation. 


Salary Statistics 
Public Libraries in Cities of 25,000-70,000 Population 


This table of Salary Statistics is the 
fourth prepared by the American Library 
Association Committee on Salaries, Insur- 
ance and Annuities, for the group of libra- 
ries classified in former years as Small 
Public Libraries. 

Sixty-one libraries were asked to contrib- 
ute. Replies were received from forty-nine. 
Of these eleven asked that their reports be 
considered confidential. The thirty-eight 
permitting publication represent twenty-one 
states and all sections of the nation. 

Salaries shown are actual amounts being 
paid in November, 1929, not mere sched- 
ules. In several instances the entire staff 
was to receive salary increases January 1, 
1930. 

This year’s table shows two changes in 
columnar arrangement. “Total expenditures” 
has been substituted for “total income” ; and 
due to an overabundance of foot-notes, an 
Assistant Librarian column has been added. 

Population Served 

















Total 1,816,485 
I I Soci ssiccacicncsecancoancciaes 69,483 
Smallest City 26,376 
Average 47,802 
Expenditures 
Total $1,301,519 
Highest per capita........................ 1.91 
Lowest per capita........................ All 
IIIT cmitiahdutiitiniasinstaiteienaaniateinnihe 97 
Note: Eight cities spend $1.00 or more 


per annum per capita; thirteen cities (or 
29%) 82 cents or more per annum per 
capita, averaging $1.17. 





Circulation 
Total 9,466,840 vols. 
Highest per capita.................... 9.9 vols 
Lowest per capita.................... 1.5 vols. 
Average 5.2 vols. 





Note: Only thirty-seven cities are figured 


here, as Columbus, Ga., failed to report 
circulation. 
Percent of Total Expenditures 
Spent on Staff Salaries 

































































Total expenditure $630,852.00 
Highest percent 64 
Lowest percent 37 
Average 43 
Salaries of Chief Librarians 
Highest $5,500 
Lowest 1,200 
Average ...... 2,663 
Assistant Librarians 
Highest $2,820 
Lowest .......... 720 
Average 1,913 
Department Heads 
Reference 
BEIGE cccennsnscrseneniliateiiciineniicaindediil $2,500 
Lowest 1,080 
Average ...... 1,802 
Circulation 
Highest .... $2,300 
Lowest 1,200 
Average .......... 1,555 
Catalog 
Highest $2,500 
Lowest 900 
Average ...... 1,765 
Children’s 
Highest $2,720 
Lowest ........... 840 
Average 1,652 


By computing the figures for his or her 
own library, and comparing them with those 
contained in this introduction, any librarian 
may easily secure the maximum of infor- 
mation in the minimum of time and effort. 

It is gratifying to note a definite trend 
upward in salaries paid trained library 
workers in public libraries of this size. 

James Atonzo Howarp, compiler. 
Hammond, Ind., Public Library. 


























Salary Statistics Public Libraries 


Compiled by the A. L. A. Committee on 
Salaries in Effect’ 























































































































DEPARTMENT HEADS Branch Children’s 
Libra- Assistant Refer- Circu- Cata- Chil- Librarians Librarians* a 

City rian Librarian ence lation log dren’s No. Min. Max. No. Min. Max. in. Max, 
Brookline, Mass.* 3500 2400 1700 1700 2000 1800 2 1375 1800 1 i 1 1375 <2 
Burlington, Ia. oF: im Cnt” ~~ “i re a 
Butte, Mont. 2200 1620° 1620 1620 1620 1620 a) ae oe 2 a a 
Cedar Rapids, Ia.* 2600 aaron 1620 eam 1620 1620 a Saas. na _ sos sass <5 cons Ae 
Colorado Springs, Colo.1800 1500° lao ee Be oo oe ee ee ae ee 
Columbus, Ga. i aaaae eae po ear eee sales, coumieiieas. Panchen 1 Re ewe see 
Council Bluffs, Ia. 2800 2400* 2000 1500 ttn ee a ee a o-oo oe 
Davenport, Ia.* 1440 1740 1560 1800 ote elas mieeeies Ga jute sealemtinte 1 1320 co 
East Cleveland, Ohio 3800 2800 2500 siti 2500 2400 3 1800 2700 2 1360 1600 . ..4 woe 
Evanston, Il. 3400 2000* 1800 1800 conn 3 1360 1700 4" 1360 2100 1 1700 2 
Ft. Smith, Ark. 1200 720 andl ne maa. sbiets ee ee ee 
Great Falls, Mont. 2220 1500 pen arate osu, ae So ee 2 7 Ue ww. oe 
Hammond, Ind. 3000 900% 1680 1800 2020 1800 4 900 1200 sf eee 
Haverhill, Mass.** 2900 amie 1400 1250 1400 1250 2 1400 1400 pan sein. iii 2 1050 140 
Hutchinson, Kan. 1800 1020 1080 saeco iithin... Se eee ee ee ee ee 
Jackson, Mich. See -enen sepia spice 2000 1270 ae ee ae ae ee 
Joplin, Mo. 2100 1666"... _— 900 900 3 480 720 1 eee 1 908 LS 
LaCrosse, Wis. ee 1800 eens tion 2 2 1200 1380 sass spi 1500 nua 
Lakewood, Ohio 4000 2820 2500 aie itinee ‘ 5 1820 2200 3 1500 1900 2 19900 co 
Madison, Wis. . J a a . ee 2 1750 1750 5 <n 16 ww eee CO 
Moline, Ill. seta. aig — PES a Soe oe eee eee ee eee 
Muskegon, Mich.** 5500 2600* 2300 2300 a 5 1300 1800 2 1500 1500 1 1840 con 
Muskogee, Okla. a sitesi 1200 1860 1800 3 720 1200 1 nl 
Ogden, Utah ee sain ila ssa 840 ae ee ee ee eS 
Perth Amboy, N. J. ee 1620 ainsi —— SS. = —_ ee ea 
Phoenix, Ariz. 2100 1800* 1560 1560 <n . aoe : Se ann _ Ot seas «an mame ee 
Port Arthur, Tex. ee sie an eins adic -apsatinb — ee ee ee ee ee ee 
Pueblo, Colo. 1620... aeeee eee ciaiede Vicaaal Oe ee ee ee ee ee 
Rock Island, Ill. 2220 17408 ____ oats ona. oe ai on iain Oa : ie 1 170 | 
Sedalia, Mo.  ——— i inci a ee ee ee ae ee 
Springfield, Mo. i= ee are anew el rae ge ee 1 ee 1 1600 oll 
Superior, Wis. a. a 1920 1260 1620 1680 .. 2 1 a ee ee 
Topeka, Kan. a 1800 1200 1620 960 a. ee ee eee 
Tucson, Ariz. 2100 1620 iia alate a ities indians Siesta 1 a ee 1 1800 cus 
Waltham, Mass.” 3750 1900" .... ie 1200 1200 2 1250 1250 1 ee 1 1650 c. 
Watertown, Mass. 2800 8 .... a sea oa. ae 2 1300 1600 2 3208 2408 2. ones 
White Plains, N. Y.“% 2800 2200 2400 1600 2300 2300 ican alien odes a Oa tS 
Williamsport, Pa.” 4400 2100 1600 1250 sean aan ee ee ee ee ee 









* Department head not included here. 

1 Newspaper Feature Bureau figures given except as noted. 

2 Local estimate 

* Paid —— by Public Library and School Board. 

* Also high school librarian, $2,000; school librarian, ALY 700; order librarian, $1,800. 
® Also has head of Extension- -Department, $1,620; head o' f School Department, $1, 

* Also serves as head of Children’s Department. 

* Part time. 

* Also serves as head of Catalog Department. 

* Also has head of Extension Department, $1,500; head of Order Department, $1,740. 
a Give cease as Bans & Circulation Department. 

1 Also serves as head of Reference rtment. 
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Salaries, Insurance and Annuities, 1930 
November, 1929 


i" Cities of 25,000-70,000 Population 



































































































































Salaries Last Circu- 
: Total Ex- Total Fiscal Year lation 
. > Library Junior Library penditures Salaries not Includ- Last 
Assistants Assistants _ Last Last Fiscal ing Janitor Fiscal ‘ 
No. Min. Max. No. Min. Max. Fiscal Year Year or Engineer Year Population’ City 
6 1225 1400 5 1150 1225 91,095 47,302 40,705 382,868 46,000? Brookline, Mass.‘ 
TY 960 1140 1 660 ____ 20,150 11,352 10,104 221,427 26,376? Burlington, Ia. 
we . —. 24,011 18,635 15,505 124,433 67,0002 Butte, Mont. 
| 1320 1560 2 900 1020 40,626 21,162 19,289 346,200 57,413 Cedar Rapids, Ia. 
———w . .. 20,843 10,504 9,093 158,471 38,223 Colorado Springs, Colo. 
ne ene gue 7,498 4,832 a - oe 46,600 Columbus, Ga. 
. a 4 840 1140 34,382 17,637 16,023 233,175 41,600* Council Bluffs, Ia. 
J 840 1200 4 600 720 56,909 28,311 24,281 $20,887 52,4962 Davenport, Ia.* 
3 1500 1500 8 960 1280 68,903 45,505¥ 39,720% 384,793 45,500? East Cleveland, Ohio 
‘3 1200 1800 2 900 1200 58,323 34,918 28,658 464,300 67,000? Evanston, Ill. 
RRR ee 5,400 3,050 2,570 71,348 46,192 Ft. Smith, Ark. 
a FR pest. 18,589 11,483 9,863 221,936 40,041 Great Falls, Mont. 
oe) .... 5 780 900 43,671 23,265 20,639 273,012 65,0007 Hammond, Ind. 
OTe 45,975 24,737 22,872 309,851 49,000? Haverhill, Mass. 
2 600 720 eee ipa 15,847 7.477 6,147 165,831 29,588 Hutchinson, Kan. 
se 25,157 14,052 12,972 232,129 68,3919 Jackson, Mich. 
= oo) .... 3 144 192 15,080 10,194 8,742 194,436 36,480 Joplin, Mo. 
"a 28,109 15,440 13,774 228,436 30,4219 La Crosse, Wis. 
6 1500 1900 10 900 1200 114,944 52,572 48,211 456,400 68,441 Lakewood, Ohio 
g® 1200 1900 6 840 1320 63,937 36,573 33,547 412,462 55,0002 Madison, Wis. 
3 840 1400 3 600 720 22,462 10,165 8,714 202,951 37,495 Moline, Ill. 
a oe |. (fe 78,450 46,721 42,932 535,791 69,483 Muskegon, Mich. 
| a* 3080 __-- ‘ @ ... 24,933 11,040 10,140 219,426 45,466 Muskogee, Okla. 
ae 12,572 7,602 6,417 125,018 45,0007 Ogden, Utab 
| 4 1080 1200 3 720 1020 30,000 16,770 14,510 254,660 50,000 Perth Amboy, N. J. 
| 21380 1380 2 1200 1200 36,500 17,276 15,476 275,000 60,000 Phoenix, Ariz. 
| 3 1080 1740 Ds Me ails 10,851 7,434 7,045 137,444 56,742 Port Arthur, Tex. 
2 1260 1260 : =... 12,440 6,726 5,764 152,969 50,000? Pueblo, Colo. 
4 900 1040 _ eo 24,255 11,538 10,098 192,428 40,0002 Rock Island, Il. 
[2 ee... 4 480 1000 10,555 6,407 5,267 119,879 27,487 Sedalia, Mo. 
4 960 1500 ee ee 27,756 11,868 10,616 185,866 60,000? Springfield, Mo. 
| 4& 720 960 34% 624 840 32,723 19,674 16,742 265,735 43,638 Superior, Wis. 
4 780 840 _. 300 636 24,420 12,787 11,887 193,170 63,528 Topeka, Kan. 
i eae ea 14,168 9,780 6,640 165,193 43,628 Tucson, Ariz. 
%. 1100 1550 ;. ae wc. 39,017 22,517 18,941 300,842 39,0002 Waltham, Mass.™ 
See 32,892 18,795 16,430 274,750 32,0007 Watertown, Mass. 
2s am 3 1200 1200 39,055 21,970 19,970 253,617 30,285 White Plains, N. Y.” 
1, 1100 ____ =z ee 29,021 17,233 15,716 221,710 45,971 Williamsport, Pa.* 





%* Two part time only. 
% Also serves as head of Catalog Department. 
* Also has head of Order Department, $2,200. 
%* Thirteen 


* Four are high school librarians. 
¥ Librarian’s 


~ 
™ Also has head of Order Department, $1,250. 
™ One part time only; two full time. 











months. 
** Also has head of Order Department, $1,400. 


etary. 
Also has head of School Department, $1,250. 


** Also has head of Order Department, $1,700; Supervisor Branches and Stations, $2,000. 








Library Curriculum Studies 
To Appear in February 


The Library in the School 
By Lucile F. Fargo 


The first basic book on school libra- 
ries. Discusses the adaptation of library 
methods to the needs of the school and, 
conversely, the moulding of educational 
techniques to effective library service. 
Considers what the school expects from 
the library, the forms of administration 
best adapted to meet educational needs 
and, lastly, general problems of adminis- 
tration. 


Variations necessary for elementary 
schools, junior high and senior high 
schools are kept in mind, as are also 
those for different forms of organization 
such as traditional, platoon, and various 
methods of individual instruction. 

A book based on experience, study, 
and on an actual survey of school library 
systems throughout the country. Ap- 
proximately 500 pages. Cloth. Proba- 
ble price, $3.00. 


Introduction to Cataloging 
and the 
Classification of Books 


By Margaret Mann 


Emphasizes principles, rather than 
detailed methods, although detail perti- 
nent to the classification and cataloging 
of books is considered and evaluated. 
The three great American classification 
schemes—Dewey, Cutter, L. C_—are de- 
scribed at length, the L. C. system espe- 
cially being treated more comprehen- 
sively than in most classification man- 
uals. 


The functions and theory of catalog- 
ing are set forth with discussions of 
author and title, classified, and diction- 
ary catalogs. Subject headings, the use 
of L. C. cards, necessary records, and 
the organization of the catalog depart- 
ment are also treated. A useful feature 
is the model catalog of L. C. cards illus- 
trating A. L. A. rules. Approximately 
420 pages. Cloth. Probable price, $3.00. 


Just Published 
Reference Work, by James I. Wyer 
Cloth, $2.50 


315 pages 


AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


520 N. Michigan Avenue 


Chicago, Illinois 











